
APPLICATION


DISTINGUISHED MAJORS PROGRAM


DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES
General Info

Name:   ___________________________________________________    Date Of Application:  _____/____/______ 
E-Mail  _________________     # of Semesters Completed to Date at UVA (or transferred in):   _______     
Overall GPA: ___________
 
Primary Concentration in Religious Studies:_________________

Secondary Concentration in Religious Studies:________________

Current Religious Studies Advisor____________________
Other Majors or Minors in which you are registered at UVA_____________________

Hypothetical after UVA plans (if any! “Not sure” is a perfectly fine answer!)______________________________

(It is helpful to know this in particular if you are thinking of applying to grad school in case your thesis might figure into how you present yourself in your application there)
List all courses taken thus far in Religious Studies and any other courses which may have further prepared you for the Distinguished Majors Program. Please include the full title:
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Application Narratives
In a paragraph or two, tell us why you are interested in joining the Distinguished Majors Program and writing an undergraduate thesis.  What about the process intrigues you?  What about the process do you expect to find challenging?  What strengths and experiences will you draw on to overcome any difficulties you may encounter?  
Tell us about the topic/s and questions on which you would be interested in focusing for your DMP thesis.  Please mention the kinds of data or literature you hope to use when exploring them (e.g., published sources, field data, sacred texts, etc.).  What, if any, preparation have you had to write on these questions and/or topics (classes, life experience, etc.)? In your answer, you may discuss a single topic to which you are relatively sure you would like to commit, or you may discuss 2-3 different topics that illustrate the type of research you want to pursue, if you are not yet sure.  (max 1000 words)
Endorsement

When you apply to the DMP, you must obtain endorsement from a tenure stream Religious Studies faculty member (Assistant  Professor, Associate Professor, or Professor, not visiting).  Unless otherwise arranged, this faculty member will serve as your thesis advisor during the DMP year. Please contact the Religious Studies DUP if you need help identifying a faculty member for endorsement.  By the end of the first semester of your thesis-writing year, you must obtain a second reader for the thesis from the Department as well. The DUP can also help you find a second reader if you are unable to do so on your own.

Faculty Endorsement Signature:

 2-3 sentence statement of endorsement, indicating what aspects of what the student has proposed seems most promising to pursue during the thesis writing process:
(The above faculty endorsement can be sent via email to the DUP in lieu of physical signature, but the faculty member should have met with the student, via Zoom or in person, before this form is submitted)

***Please reach out to the Religious Studies DUP if you have any questions about this application, if you would like to brainstorm thesis topics, or if you would like to learn more about the DMP program in general.***
Return the completed application to the Religious Studies DUP on or before April 1st. You will be notified of admission into the program by April 15.
Rev 02/2024: Current Religious Studies DUP, Prof. Noah Salomon (nsalomon@virginia.edu)
